Introduction

The two empty medians along Live Oak Street between South Congress and
Bartlett don’t look like much right now,just patches of grass and weeds baking in the
Texas sun. But with a little effort and community support, we can transform these
spaces into something incredible: the SoCo Wildflower Meadow. This project will bring
color, life, and ecological purpose to an underused patch of land, creating a home for
pollinators, a gathering place for neighbors, and a local example of how small changes
can make a big impact.

This isn’t just about planting flowers, it's about rethinking how we use our urban
spaces. By restoring this land with native wildflowers, we’ll be giving back to the
struggling bees and butterflies that keep our ecosystems running, reducing urban heat,
and improving soil health all while making our neighborhood more beautiful. It's a simple
but powerful way to help fight climate change and protect Texas’ unique natural
heritage.

Link to the location: https://maps.app.goo.agl/mZ2Gw1mxoRLhJXLP6

Project Goals

Boost biodiversity by planting a mix of native Texas wildflowers and grasses.

Support pollinators like bees, butterflies, and hummingbirds.

Reduce water use with drought-tolerant, low-maintenance plants.

Involve the community through education and volunteer events.

Improve soil health by replacing depleted turfgrass with deep-rooted natives.
Implementation Plan
1. Prepping the Site (Spring - Summer 2025)

Soil Testing: | will test the soil with Texas A&M AgriLife Extension to see if it needs
amendments.



Weed Control: Instead of tilling (which can just bring up more weeds), we’ll smother
them by covering the area with a thick layer of mulch for the entire summer. It won’t look
very pretty, but this step is vital to our future success.

Clearing & Raking: By late summer, we’ll mow down any remaining vegetation and
lightly rake the soil to create good seed-to-soil contact by aerating the compacted soil

Soil Enrichment: Before planting, we’ll add a thin layer of native compost, organic
seaweed and fertilizer to improve the mycorrhizal life and support moisture retention.

2. Choosing & Ordering Seeds (Summer - Fall 2025)

Wildflower Mix: We'll focus on hardy, drought-resistant wildflowers that thrive in Central
Texas, including everyone’s favorites:

Lupinus texensis (Texas Bluebonnet)

Gaillardia pulchella (Indian Blanket)

Rudbeckia hirta (Black-eyed Susan)

Coreopsis tinctoria (Plains Coreopsis)

Castilleja indivisa (Indian Paintbrush)

Asclepias tuberosa (Butterfly Weed)

Salvia farinacea (Mealy Blue Sage)

Where We’'ll Get Them: We’'ll source seeds from Native American Seed who are based
in San Marcos and sell in bulk. If possible, we can connect with Lady Bird Johnson
Wildflower Center to enroll in their program. It is important we ensure our seeds are
high-quality and locally adapted.

3. Planting & Establishment (Fall - Winter 2025)

Spreading the Seeds: We'll hand-broadcast them evenly across the site, then lightly
press them into the soil for good contact.



Mulching: A light layer of straw or hydromulch will help keep moisture in and protect
emerging seedlings.

Watering: We’ll keep an eye on rainfall and water if needed to help with germination.

Adding Signage: To help the community understand what’s happening, we’ll put up
signs explaining the project and what to expect as the meadow develops.

4. Early Maintenance & Growth Monitoring (Spring - Summer 2026)

Weed Management will be top priority. Hand-pulling invasive plants and spot-mowing if
necessary. Keeping aggressive grasses in check so they don’t crowd out the flowers.

Watering (Only If Needed). The wildflowers should mostly take care of themselves, but if
we get a serious drought, we’ll give them a little help.

First Mowing: After the first bloom cycle, we’ll mow at a height of 8-12 inches to
distribute seeds for the next growing season.

5. Long-Term Stewardship & Community Engagement (Ongoing)

Annual Overseeding: Each fall, we’ll add more wildflower seeds to keep the meadow
thriving.

Seasonal Mowing Plan: We’'ll mow once a year in late summer (after the seeds have
dropped) to maintain the right balance between grasses and flowers.

Tracking Pollinators: We’ll work with local conservation groups to monitor bee and
butterfly activity in the meadow.

Community Involvement: Hosting volunteer days for maintenance and education.

Collaborating with local schools and conservation organizations to spread awareness
about native plants and pollinators.

Organizing workdays through the Austin Parks Department’s GivePulse platform to
coordinate volunteer efforts and ensure project consistency.



Engaging a dedicated group of volunteers from the local co-op and surrounding
neighborhood, many of whom already participate in multiple community workdays each
year and are excited to see this vision come to life.

Conclusion

The SoCo Wildflower Meadow is about more than just making an empty lot look pretty,
it's a statement about the future we want to create. By restoring this land with native
plants, we’re helping pollinators, improving soil, and building a stronger, more resilient
community. We’re proving that even small urban spaces can make a big difference
when it comes to sustainability and climate action.

This is a project for everyone. It's a chance to come together, get our hands in the dirt,
and create something beautiful that will last for years to come. And when the first
blooms start to appear, we’ll know that we didn’t just plant flowers.



